
MINUTES OF ThE parISh cOUNcIl agM
Tuesday 13 may 2025, 7.30pm Village Hall

Parish Councillors – simon Richards (Chairman), James Ashmore, Ian Bowman, Brenda Hunt,
Rick scholes; Clerk susan Turner; Guest County Cllr Tim davies; members of public – 1.

2025.
25 WElcOME & apOlOgIES  apologies dianne Kirk, district Cllr anne Crampton.

26 ElEcTION OF chaIrMaN 2025/26 

aGReed unanimously to re-elect simon Richards as Chairman for the coming year.

declaration of office made and signed, witnessed and signed by Clerk.

27 pUBlIc SESSION

.1 community transport – see Agenda item 33 below.

28 MINUTES OF prEVIOUS MEETINg of 18 march, agreed and signed.

29 DEclaraTIONS OF INTErEST in items on the agenda, none

30 rEpOrTS TO MEETINg

.1 local government reorganisation – Clerk update

unitary proposals all Councils in Hants are not in agreement re unitary arrangement and so –
for Government’s deadline for initial proposals by Friday 21st march – they submitted a joint
statement, ‘interim plan’, to this effect, with ‘guiding principles’. except everyone was in
agreement that the Isle of Wight should remain an independent single unitary.

- Hart is officially keeping an open mind; BdBC publically favours a four-mainland-unitary
solution with unitaries centred on Portsmouth; southampton; Winchester with mid-hants;
and a ‘Northern Hants’ unitary comprising BdBC, Hart and Rushmoor.

Recap of Timescales for Local Government reorganisation

- 26th september 2025 for full proposal to Government on Hampshire’s unitary organisation
(request made for extension to 28 November).

- may 2027 – shadow elections for new unitary Councils.
- may 2028 – New unitary Councils take over.

Government’s response to Interim submission dated 07 may posted on Hants website:
www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/governmentinhampshire/future-hampshire-

solent/local-government-reorganisation
- ‘For the final proposals, each council can submit a single proposal for which there must

be a clear single option and geography and, as set out in the guidance, we expect this
to be for the area as a whole...

- Request for time extension refused.’

.2 county councillor update and discussion

i devolution with elected mayor was in Government’s manifesto, knew that was coming. 

ii Local Government Reorganisation was not in the manifesto, but is imposed by Central
Government in tandem with devolution. multiple options to be evaluated and costed.
In all scenarios, the Isle of Wight will remain a separate unitary as currently.  Noting
the Hants Chief exec is leaving in July; the Chief Financial Officer left in march.

iii Charging utilities for disruptive roadworks is back on the table following delays. The
‘lane rental scheme’ proposals will be considered by the relevant Cabinet members
(Highways and universal services) at HCC meeting on 23 June (universal services
Committee and decision day). Will be consultation and aim to have the scheme in
place by spring next year.

iv Parish Council confirmed road racing as an ongoing problem – motorbike every
sunday morning 8am or earlier in good weather. (Noting a biker was killed last year on
Bramshill Road near Heckfield Place.) Cllr davies will again mention to County Cllr Lulu
Bowerman, Cabinet member for Highways. also seeking a response from Chairman’s
april email to Lulu re speed limits.
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Re matters relating to Hart

v Fly tipping continues a problem in Hart. Parish Council noted not so big an issue in
Heckfield as it was a couple of years ago; Hart do generally clear very quickly.

vi Potential for Hart project funding – With Hart as a Council ceasing to exist in may 2028
may be potential to bid for a large to medium project. 

aCTION to initially discuss with Ward Cllr anne Crampton (sT). 

31 accOUNTS aND aUDIT FOrMS 2024/25  appENDIX I

.1 payments to year end (incl VaT where applicable)
28  Clerk – salary FeB £300.00
29 airius europe Ltd – 2 x model 25 fans + transformer £1,575.00
30 Clerk – salary maR £120.00
31 HmRC – Paye Jan,Feb,mar £180.00

.2 Year End accounts with audit sheets

aGReed by all, signed by Chairman and Clerk.

Bank reconciliation at 31 march = £17,942.90

.3 agar (S1) – annual Governance statements 

aGReed by all,  signed by Chairman and Clerk

.4 agar (S2) – accounting statements

aGReed by all, signed by Chairman and Clerk

.5 BDO llp (external auditor) form to confirm no conflict of interest.

aGReed by all, no interest, signed by Chairman and Clerk.

32 FINaNcE 2025/26

.1 accounts to date:  Bank reconciliation @ 13 may = £32,971.50

Payments so far this year (incl VaT where applicable) 
1 HaLC/NaLC – subscription 2025/26 £296.00
2 Clerk – salary april 2025 £340.00
3 screwfix – Two x wireless HIVe smart thermostats £378.00

aGReed – confirmed Clerk salary increase to £17 per hour.

Income of note: Precept 2025/26 = £16K.

2 Insurance renewal Zurich Policy due for renewal 01 June  – awaiting renewal
notice. Premium 2024/25 = £218.96 incl Insurance Premium Tax.

[subsequent note: email received from Zurich that the current policy is nolonger 
available for renewal. also to note that the premium has remained unchanged 
since before 2018/19. Option is online policy with premium (incl IPT) increased to 
£300. This remains comparable despite the increase.]

33 cOMMUNITY TraNSpOrT ref public session.

survey monkey appENDIX II. survey update...

- Of 54 responses, 48 (90%) responded ‘yes’ to Q1:
‘do you think  Heckfield needs a bus route to Hook?’

- For Question 3, ‘What time of day would be most useful’, responses equate to –
17 for morning; 23 for afternoon; 19 for evening.

- Q4: Reasons for wanting the service =
28 for train, shops, amenity; ?? for school and college.

discussion
- anecdotal info from the survey that no taxis want to come out to Heckfield. Cllr davies’

comment to draw this to the attention of Hart Licensing as contrary to conditions of licence.
- as noted at the last meeting, Hartley Wintney have a community bus service but not

wishing to extend this to Heckfield
- The former Hampshire route of the Riseley bus service (cancelled a few years ago) came

from Riseley to Heckfield, to Hartley Wintney to Fleet. But from Heckfield, people, including
young people, in the main want to go into Hook.

- New Inn says a bus service would help them retain staff.
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- Cllr davies cited local lady very much in need of public transport, walks to Hook. suggestion
to put a request on Heckfield Whatsapp – likely to be people available who can give her a lift.

- demand shown by the survey fairly consistant throughout the day.
- service needs to be regular and reasonably frequent for people to use it, but there isn’t the

level of demand to make viable. Potential to work with other villages – to look at demand in
Hound Green and mattingley - and Riseley and swallowfield.

- any new service from Hook should connect with the Riseley service.
- For members of the community requesting the service to progress.

aGReed Next steps to go to stagecoach – to say that demand has been identified in our
village; to seek further data; to seek to register a route.

34 VIllagE hall

.1 current electrical works – awaiting start date for destratification fans.

.2 Next stage grant funding

sseN ‘Powering Communities to Net Zero’ grant fund is open for this year to 25 June.

www.ssen.co.uk/about-ssen/our-communities/powering-communities-to-net-zero-fund/

‘The fund – introduced as part of our current business plan – will award £3m in
shareholder-funded grants by 2028, and has two categories:

1 Physical and environmental resilience – to help during storms This will provide grants to
support communities during prolonged power interruptions caused by storms, and to aid
their ability to cope in periods of severe weather;

2 To help fund the purchase of Low-Carbon Technologies. This supports the adoption of new
Low-Carbon Technologies like heat pumps and solar panels – and in some cases energy-
saving measures - by non-profit organisations.’

aCTION To consider grant application on behalf of Village Hall for PV panels, battery storage
and infrared (IB). 

Noted that this will enable the Village Hall to provide instant heating.
Listed building consent needed for solar.

.3 Native hedging for rear boundary has been planted.

35 hIghWaYS aND parISh UpKEEp

.1 Ditch by church lane South – search for Openreach cables (JA update). some
initial confusion from Openreach because not a property; request now logged; from
order should receive plans within 10 days; will only give an estimated ‘from’ price.

aGReed To order plans. Following concern from Parish Lengthsman, require a definite answer
as to whether cables are laid in the ditch; the request is limited in scope. 

Noting there is a BT device at the end of Church Lane and top of school Lane;
presuming they will be connected.

.2 Trees by School lane – between school Lane and the B3349. Previously confirmed
this is HCC land; Cllr davies confirmed that HCC had, on request, inspected the trees
summer 2024 and said there were no issues. Residents have different view; trees
leaning over houses and so close that killing 200-year old yew hedgerow. an Oak tree
fell across road (two winters ago?) which residents cleared.

aCTION to forward further information with photos to Cllr davies (BH).

.3 Sightlines – To report overgrown sightlines, log on County website, or Fix my street –
highways – sightlines.

.4 lengthsman tasks – priority

i strimming – Footway to New Inn and Coldpiece Wood path.
ii FP4 from Laundry Lane east to B3011 – to assess work needed to path surface.
iii To clean road signage.

36 plaNNINg 

.1 parish planning and tree applications – update at appENDIX III.

25/00705/HOu (Validated 16 april) Copse House, school Lane. erection of a single story rear
extension. Parish Council no comment, no objection.
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25/00565/FuL (Validated 02 april) Land to the West of dukes Field Cottage, Norton Road,
Riseley. erection of one 4 bedroom dwelling with associated access, parking refuse storage and
landscaping. Parish Council ongoing objection to development in this green gap between
Heckfield and Riseley, and on the route of the Roman Road.

.2 appeal

aPP/N1730/W/25/3365018 aPPeaL IN PROGRess Old school House, dukes Field Cottage,
Norton Road, Riseley. Construction of a three bedroom dwellinghouse with associated car and
cycle parking, access, refuse storage and landscaping (following demolition of the existing Old
school House – outbuilding). all responses submitted to Hart for the previous application will
be forwarded to the Inspector.

.3 hart local plan is five year’s old as at 30th april; the Five-year review is due, and
with december NPPF and new standard methodology for calculating housing need,
Hart now unable to show the required five-year land supply (less than three years).

Hart’s development management Committee of 22 January were advised that:

‘it was considered prudent to apply the tilted balance from now because any decisions made
from now onwards could be appealed and, by the time a decision was made on appeal, the
tilted balance would apply.’ 

Thus new applications have been considered with presumption in favour from January
onwards. awaiting new schedule for Local Plan update.

37 FUrThEr rEpOrTS / UpDaTES

.1 Defibrillator

i Training at the Village Hall on 06 may – Very well received; very worthwhile; 12 people
attended; trainer noted the benefit of the Zoll defib as the make used by st John
ambulance; it can save minutes as can connect directly to the ambulance system.

Cost of training = £10 donation per person to south Central ambulance service to be
paid for by Parish Council.

Noting the mutton is organising defib training 02 June, for its staff and local residents.

ii defibrillator set up To ensure Village Hall defib is ready for use and registered with the
Circuit. (Code to be emailed to all residents? - displayed within the Village Hall?)

.2 Barn Meet to be held Wed 14 may (tomorrow), 6.30pm, stratfield saye Village Hall.

.3 Book exchange Proposal for the memorial well-house at the Village Hall be used as
fair weather book exchange; supported by all.

38 NEXT parISh cOUNcIl MEETINg

monday 18 august, Village Hall meeting room, 7.30pm.

Meeting closed 9.15pm with thanks to all
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appENDIX I.I - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.II - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.III - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.IV - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.V - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.VI - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.VII - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.VIII - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25
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appENDIX I.IX - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25

appENDIX II.X - aCCOuNTs aNd audIT FORms yeaR eNd 2024/25

X
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appENDIX II – suRVey mONKey
Bus seRVICe FROm HeCKFIeLd TO HOOK
www.surveymonkey.com/r/RK8WM2F
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appENDIX III  HeCKFIeLd PLaNNING uPdaTe – 13 may

applIcaTIONS NEW SINcE laST MEETINg of 04 JaNuaRy

25/00705/HOu (Validated 16 april) Copse House, school Lane, erection of a single story
rear extension 

25/00565/FuL (Validated 02 april) Land To The West Of dukes Field Cottage, Norton Road,
Riseley erection of one 4 bedroom dwelling with associated access, parking refuse
storage and landscaping. (Parish Council ongoing objection to developing this strip of
land.) 

applIcaTIONS pENDINg / rEcENTlY DEcIDED

24/01714/LBC (Pending Validated 21 aug 2024) Heckfield House, Church Lane. Creation of
a new opening within an existing wall for French doors. Parish Council no objection, no
comment

appEal IN prOgrESS

aPP/N1730/W/25/3365018 appeal In Progress (start date 07 may, Interested party
comments 11 June) Old school House, dukes Field Cottage, Norton Road, Riseley.
Construction of a three bedroom dwellinghouse with associated car and cycle parking,
access, refuse storage and landscaping (following demolition of the existing Old school
House – outbuilding).

harT lOcal plaN UpDaTE

- Hart Local Plan is now five year’s old as at 30th april; the Five-year review is due, and
with december NPPF and new standard methodology for calculating housing need, Hart
now unable to show the required five-year land supply (less than 3).

- That said, development management Committee of 22 Jan were advised that:

‘it was considered prudent to apply the tilted balance from now because any decisions
made from now onwards could be appealed and, by the time a decision was made on
appeal, the tilted balance would apply.’ 

- Thus new applications have been considered with presumption in favour from January
onwards. 

- No schedule for Local Plan update process on website as yet.


